
SOUTH EASTERN KENYA UNIVERSITY

Welcome to the Library Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) 
Access Guide

Steps in accessing the OPAC



Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC)

 Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) is a tool that facilitates searching and

locating of the physical collections within the library.

 OPAC helps a user to check the availability of a given book in the library.

 Library materials are organised alpha-numerically according to the subject

headings of Library of Congress classification system.

 The link for SEKU OPAC is catalog.seku.ac.ke/

 This guide illustrates how to use the OPAC.



SEKU Website

On accessing the 

SEKU Website, click 

on “Library”

NOTE

URLs for SEKU and Library websites are:

 seku.ac.ke

 library.seku.ac.ke



SEKU Library Website

Click on the menu 

“Online Resources” 

and then select 

“Library Catalogue”



How to Search the OPAC

Click on the drop-down 

arrow and select 

preferred search criteria. 

Keyword is Recommended. 

Finally click “Go”

Type your search term(s) on 

the search textbox 

provided.

Click on the drop-down 

arrow and select your 

Home Library.



OPAC Search Results

Total results of your 

search. Go through 

the list to identify 

relevant book(s) 

Click on the title of 

the identified book(s) 

to view more details



Details of the Selected Book

Details of the book.

Note down the Call number 

assigned to the book. 

The status of the book indicates 

whether the book is available in 

the library or borrowed



How to Interpret the Call Number

Note

 Books are arranged 

alphabetically on the 

shelves.

 The book shelves are 

labelled to ease locating of 

books

Every book is assigned a 

Call number which is unique 

to each title of a book. It is 

placed on the spine of each 

book. 



How to Locate Books on the Shelves

Note

Once you locate the 

book, you’ll find 

other books in the 

same shelf related 

to your subject since 

books are arranged 

according to subject. 



Library of Congress Main Subject Headings



Sample of Subdivisions in Each Main Subject Heading



Login to OPAC

 Login to the OPAC is not required to search the library collection.

 However, library users are encouraged to login to see their account details such 

as books borrowed and their due dates, fines or even suggest a purchase.

 Login credentials are provided at the Circulation Desk in the library. 



How to Login

Click on 

“Account Log In”



Login to OPAC

Enter the Username (Admission No.) 

and Password provided at the 

Circulation Desk in the library

Click on “Log In”



OPAC User Account

Your username

Indicates the 

books you have 

borrowed

Things you can 

check, and do with 

your account



Saving Searches to a List

Save your searches 

by clicking on “Save 

to your lists”



Selecting and Creating Lists

Click on the drop-down 

arrow to select the name of 

the list where you want to 

save the search. 

Then click “Save”

Type the name of the new 

list you want to create and 

then click “Save”



Accessing Searches Saved to Lists

Click on the drop-down 

arrow under “Lists” to select 

the list that has the saved 

searches. 



Contact 

For further enquiries, please visit the Circulation Desk in the library or contact us on 

library@seku.ac.ke

mailto:library@seku.ac.ke

